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Fan Mail A A A

Thanks to your magazine, we
discovered there are tons of
things to do in rural Kansas!
Welcome to SEK, Brianne & Family!
We recently relocated to Southeast Kansas, and
thanks to your magazine we discovered there are tons
of things to do in rural Kansas! I just wanted to let you
know that we are truly enjoying visiting some of your
recommended locations, all while practicing social
distancing, of course. We are tracking our experience
in Southeast Kansas on our YouTube channel, which I
thought you may enjoy. Your recommendations were
extremely helpful for myself and our kids as we get
acclimated to our new home. Our kids are having a
blast!

“

Our pleasure, Jerry and Mary!
So enjoy Southeast Kansas Living magazine. My
husband grew up in Neodesha and I in Altoona.
Looking forward to every issue. Thank you!
Jerry & Mary Bowen
Colony
We appreciate your loyal readership, Kathy!
I love the magazine, and I keep up with it. I think
I have every one since the beginning.
Kathy Hofmann
Lee's Summit, Missouri

https://youtu.be/RC8Zrb8d1QY
https://youtu.be/pXVs2qDcZNs
Thank you so much for your hard work and dedication
to rural tourism,
Brianne Ford
New SEK Resident
Thanks for Sharing, Ken & Marilyn!
We enjoy the magazine and use it to pass along
information about things to see and do in Southeast
Kansas.
Ken & Marilyn Vaughn
Prairie Village

We’d love to hear from you!
Please send us your comments,
questions, ideas, suggestions and,
of course, glowing compliments at:

Southeast Kansas Living
P.O. Box 1126
Independence, KS 67301
or

sekliving@gmail.com
or
follow and comment on our
Facebook page
@southeastkansasliving
*Letters may be edited for length and clarity
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BENSON
HISTORICAL
MUSEUM
A A A

HOWARD, KS

A A A

Relive your
memories here!

50,000 items
150 years of history

8 buildings

A

More than 8,100 square feet of Elk County history gifted by our residents.

141 S. Wabash Ave., Howard, KS 67349
Thursday & Friday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. or by appointment

620.330-7721

l

620.374-2372

l

620.250-5590

www.howardbensonmuseum.com
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Southeast

Editor’s Note
5 THINGS YOU MAYBE DIDN'T KNOW
ABOUT THE MAGAZINE

1

2

FIRST BOX IN THE BOOKS

We've just wrapped up the ordering process for
our inaugural SEeK Gift Box, featuring custom and
handmade products from small businesses all over
SEK. The sampler box included a custom-designed
ornament from Elk Falls Pottery; a seasonal candle
from Magnolia Scents by Design; a bar of beer soap
from Indy Brew Works; handmade sea-salted caramels
from Miller's Chocolate & Confections; a potful of
Gorilla Blend coffee from Signet Coffee Roasters; and
a beautiful matted fall print by photographer Mark
Metcalf; plus a bonus surprise from us. We were super
excited to launch this new offering and, though our
first order volume was modest, we hope the interest
will grow, and we plan to offer our next seasonal box
around Valentine's Day with another fantastic lineup
of SEK products. Stay tuned...

3

4

FRESH WEBSITE LOOK

We've recently freshened up the magazine website to
make it more functional and user-friendly. You can find
lots of information there - including photos of every
cover since the magazine was established - and you
can conduct various transactions. The website makes
it easy and convenient to subscribe or renew your
subscription, purchase a gift subscription or a single
copy of any past issue. You also can place SEeK Box
orders on the website, and, beginning in January, we
will offer a new feature on the site - there will be a
page available where you can sign up to be entered
into a monthly drawing for a free subscription. We'll be
giving away five subscriptions every month. Check it all
out at www.sekliving.com.

5

NEED A GOOD FUNDRAISING IDEA?

Did you know the magazine can help you raise money
for your non-profit organization? Your organization
can sell magazine subscriptions as a fundraiser project
(rather than cookie dough, pizza kits or wrapping
paper). For every new subscription you sell, your
organization receives 40% of the proceeds. That's
$9.20 for every one-year subscription. ($920 if you
sell 100 subscriptions, for example.) Most recently, we
partnered with the Southeast Kansas Museum Alliance
to help the group raise money for its new Passport
project. It's a win-win for your organization and the
magazine. You can find more details on our website.

KANSAS
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Independence, KS 67301
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OPEN TO
THE PUBLIC

NEW SERIES ON THE WAY

ICC

DESIGN

•

CREATE

Mon-Thurs: 1 p.m.-8 p.m.
Friday: 1 p.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Who uses the Fab Lab?

Designers n Entrepreneurs n Hobbyists n Artists
Students n Technicians n Crafters n Moms & Dads
Doctors & Lawyers n Retirees n Kids n Teachers n Trades People
Located on the campus of Independence Community College

2564 Brookside Dr., Independence

This issue of the magazine features the last installment
of our 2020 Museum Series (see Page 22). Since we
couldn't feature all the great SEK museums within
the limited pages of the magazine, we've included a
comprehensive museum directory provided by the
Southeast Kansas Museum Alliance (Page 43).
In 2019, our year-long series featured SEK Ghost
Towns. This year it was museums and, in 2021, you can
look forward to a series on... SEK Mansions!

Your headquarters
for hometown
souvenirs...

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2021

n

www.fablabicc.org

n

620.332.5499

Merry Christmas

From our gnome to yours!

Neodesha & Bluestreaks
Christmas Ornaments

And, finally, one more teaser about what to look
forward to in 2021. We are planning a new special
edition we will call the "Entrepreneur Showcase." This
issue will be designed to connect our readers (all of
you) with SEK entrepreneurs (who may also be some
of you) offering goods and services we all need and
contributing to our SEK economy in a big, meaningful
way. We're all about entrepreneurship (it's who we
are) and supporting other entrepreneurs, and we're
excited to see how this develops. More to come soon!

Mugs
Aprons
Dish Towels
Coasters
Postcards
AND GIFTS FOR EVERY
SPECIAL OCCASION
Free gift wrap
and home delivery!

Joanne Smith
Publisher & Editor
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Home of the best little
gift shop in SEK!

620.325.2671
porterdrugs.com
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Keepin' it Real

Mill Dam Christmas Tree Farm

Y

ou know that scene in every Hallmark Christmas
movie when the featured couple, clad in their
winter scarves, mittens and beanies, venture out to a
fresh Christmas tree farm, where they select the most
oh-so-perfect tree for the holiday? There’s always
new snow on the ground, which usually leads to a
playful snowball fight, and the evening winds up with
hot cocoa and tree trimming next to a cozy fireplace.
If the idyllic scenes from the movies inspire your
holiday nostalgia, you can play out your own scene
right here in SEK – at Mill Dam Christmas Tree Farm,
located just south of Fredonia near the corner of
Harper Road and Mill Dam Road. While they can’t
promise the snow (we are in SEK, after all), the rest of
the fresh tree farm experience awaits.
Acres and acres of neatly shaped Virginia Pines and
Scotch Pines of all sizes stand ready in the farm’s field,
the realization of Shala Steele’s dream several years
ago and her family’s hard work since planting their
first seedlings in 2013.

“I’m a real nostalgic kind of person,” said Shala,
who works as a certified public accountant in the offseason. “I was looking for something that would be
fun for the community. It was a day-dreaming kind of
thing.”
After a few years of nurturing their first crop weeding, mowing, spraying, shaping and all the other
care and feeding that goes into raising pine trees – the
family opened for business in 2016. And they’ve been
building their inventory of goods and services - and
expanding the tree farm experience for customers –
ever since.
At the Mill Dam farm, you can select and cut your
own tree with tools provided on-site and with the
help of a member of the field crew who will assist you
with the process, including hauling your tree on a “jet
sled” to the barn, where it will get a good mechanical
shaking to remove excess needles and field debris. A
staffer will neatly wrap your tree and load it for the
ride home, and can even provide a custom-fitted tree

stand if needed.
While you’re waiting for your tree’s final prep, you
can indulge in the complimentary cocoa and cookies
(check), linger by a decorative fireplace (check) and
browse the many other holiday products available
in the retail shop. These include hand-made fresh
evergreen wreaths, whimsical Christmas décor and
locally sourced artwork, jams and jellies and other
artisan products.
“Anytime I can find someone local who makes
something of their own, I try to feature them in the
barn and give them back 100 percent of their profits,”
Shala said.
And the experience doesn’t stop there… Bet you’ve
never seen a barrel train for kiddos in a Hallmark
movie. Well, the Mill Dam farm has one. And how
about miniature donkeys on display? Yep, those are
coming this year to the Fredonia farm.
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If you’re not up for cutting your own tree, the Mill
Dam staff will gladly do that for you. Or, if you prefer
the color and fragrance of Fraser Fir, the farm also
offers a great selection of pre-cut trees shipped in
fresh from the northeastern United States.
“We stick to what we know is going to survive
here,” Shala said of the varieties of trees they grow.
She noted that Virginia and Scotch pines can thrive in
the thick, clay-like Kansas soil, while Firs need a more
loamy, sandy soil.
Since planting their first trees in 2013 and replacing
cut trees with new seedlings each year, the farm now
has an estimated 750 trees in the field, ranging from
3 feet to 16 feet tall. Some trees, Shala said, may be a
bit overgrown, and staff will gladly pare down a large
tree to any length the customer desires.
Raising Christmas trees has been a great learning
experience, she said, which has been aided by u
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membership in the Kansas Christmas Tree Growers
Association, a non-competitive peer group that offers
support and advice.
And she credits her family for supporting her tree
farm dream every inch of the way and truly making it
an all-hands-on-deck venture. Shala’s husband, Kevan,
works as a mail carrier in his day job but helps with
mowing, weeding and field management as much
as possible. Her 17-year-old son, Dillon, helps with
shearing, shaping and tending to on-site customer
needs in the tree field; and her 14-year-old daughter,

12

Kinley, runs the cash register in the retail barn.
“It’s really a whole family operation.”
Mill Dam Christmas Tree Farm opened for the season
on November 27 and will be open weekends on the
following schedule:
-December 5 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) & 6 (1 p.m.-5 p.m.)
-December 12 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) & 13 (1 p.m.-5 p.m.)
-December 19 (1 p.m.-5 p.m.) “Hail Mary” last day to
get your tree! A

More information – including tree prices – can be
found at www.milldamchristmastrees.com or on the
farm’s Facebook page: @MillDamChristmasTreeFarm.

Or Scan Here
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Photos:
Left: The children's 'barrel train" is a popular feature
at Mill Dam Christmas Tree Farm. The farm also offers
hand-made fresh evergreen wreaths in it's retail shop,
as well as other locally sourced artisan products. If
you're not up to cutting your own tree, the farm also
ships in a wide selection of Fraser Firs for the holidays.
Below: Shala Steele is living her nostalgic dream as a
Christmas tree farm owner.
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SHOPPING
& Dining

The Shopping Experience

DOWNTOWN

American Soda
Fountain and Sandwich
Shoppe/Independence
Pharmacy
205 N. Penn. Avenue
Ane Mae’s Gifts &
Goodies
325 N. Penn. Avenue

Hager’s Market
221 W. Main

Hasselmann’s Floral &
Gifts*
801 N. Penn. Avenue
Indy Tech Fix
325 N. Penn. Avenue

Apricot Lane Boutique*
210 N. Penn. Avenue

Indy Vapes
223 N. Penn. Avenue

Bill Schabel’s TV*
318 N. Penn. Avenue

Jim Hayward Fine Art*
221 N. Penn. Avenue

Bows & Britches
Children’s Boutique*
325 N. Penn. Avenue,
Suite 104

Libby’s Boutique*
216 N. Penn. Avenue

Cantrell’s Fine Jewelry*
208 N. Penn. Avenue
Carla’s Simple Gifts &
Floral
113 W. Main
Chasing Rainbows
Scrapbooks &
Paper Crafts
117 W. Main
Fleas-An-Tiques
107 W. Main

The Medicine Shoppe
400 N. Penn. Avenue
Memories by Mandy
Photography*
110 N. Penn. Avenue
Messenger Furniture*
211 N. Penn. Avenue
One Stop Pack-N-Ship*
325 N. Penn. Avenue
The Painted Poppy
307 N. Penn. Avenue

G&W Foods*
416 W. Myrtle

A

Magnolia Scents By
Design*
106 N. Penn. Avenue

Penn Avenue Styles/
Merle Norman
202 N. Penn. Avenue
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A

A

A

A

A

A

A

A

At holiday time and all year round, our vibrant
community offers a hometown flavor unlike any

Reflections Salon & Spa
107 N. Penn. Avenue

Dollar General
1210 E. Main

Russell CellularVerizon*
101 N. Penn. Avenue

Dollar Tree
102 S. Peter Pan Rd.

Braum’s Ice Cream
& Dairy Store
501 W. Main
(620) 331-1514

Mikie’s Liquor*
1903 N. Penn. Avenue

Brother’s Railroad Inn*
113 S. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-3335

Newton’s True Value*
2801 W. Main

Scrub Works
218 N. Penn. Avenue
Sears of Independence
300 N. Penn. Avenue
Twigs Floral & Gifts
222 N. Penn. Avenue

Casey’s Creations
Bakery & Deli*
219 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 714-5030

Orscheln Farm & Home*
2900 W. Main
The Pet Shop*
1833 S. 10th

Confectionate Fine
Chocolates*
221 N. Penn. Avenue
(352) 409-4892

SEK PC Repair
116 E. Main

Whistler Glass/
Building Supply
305 E. Main

Sherwin Williams*
1802 W. Main

Woods Lumber*
915 N. Penn. Avenue

The Shoe Dept.
104 S. Peter Pan Rd.

Yesteryears Antiques
813 N. Penn. Avenue

Singleton Community
Clothes Closet*
1625 W. Main

AROUND TOWN
Bargain Center, Inc.*
2900B W. Main
Borovetz Retail Liquor
120 N. 24th

Walmart*
121 S. Peter Pan Rd.

Cato
106 S. Peter Pan Rd.
Crown-Cricket Wireless
1802 W. Main
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A
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Subway (2 locations)
401 W. Main
(620) 331-5200
121 S. Peter Pan Road
(620) 331-5000

El Pueblito
1721 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-5860

Taco Bell
305 N. 8th
(620) 331-8265

Great China
2001 W. Main
(620) 331-0060

Taco Inn
1907 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 577-4624

Indy Brew Works*
223 W. Main
(620) 577-2162

Turbos Sports Bar
& Grill*
103 W. Main
(620) 331-6480

Indy Nutrition*
323 E. Main
(620) 725-0013
Laurel Street Bakery
110 E. Laurel
(620) 331-8095

Uncle Jack’s Bar
& Grill*
104 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 330-7090

Mariachi Grill Mexican
Restaurant
1901 W. Main
(620) 577-5155

CATERING
2B Smokin’ LLC*
(620) 332-4678

Maria Mexican
Restaurant
3064 W. Main
(620) 331-1850

Ane Mae’s Coffee
& Sandwich House*
(620) 331-4487
Brother's Railroad Inn*
(620) 332-9232

McDonald’s
401 W. Myrtle
(620) 331-7177

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit*
(620) 714-5067

Pizza Hut*
1801 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 330-3681

Down Home
Family Restaurant
(620) 331-6999
Consolidated
Management Co.*
(620) 332-5455

Daylight Donuts*
601 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-1460

Shanghai Garden
1921 W. Main
(620) 331-1855

Independence Country Club*
(620) 331-1270
Littleton Catering Resources
(713) 569-9071

Sonic Drive-In*
200 W. Chestnut
(620) 331-4930

Prairie Royal Ballroom & Event
Center
(620) 330-0347

Stoney’s Grub & Pub
2021 W. Main
(620) 331-0771

Rick’s Ribs & BBQ Food
Truck & Catering
(620) 205-7667

(620) 331-1890
www.indkschamber.org

Derailed Commodity*
3102 W. Main

A

A

Sam’s Southern Eatery
1100 E. Main
(620) 577-4272

Down Home
Family Restaurant
1515 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-6999

*Chamber member

A

Dairy Queen*
1325 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-8989

Dickey’s Barbecue Pit*
204 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 714-5067

Walgreens*
301 W. Main

A

Tastes of the Town

Big Cheese Pizza*
103 E. Main
(620) 331-2330

Intouch Communications
- U.S. Cellular
412 W. Main

Sayers Ace Hardware
& Gifts*
314 N. Penn. Avenue

A

Arby’s
423 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-1116

Hibbett Sports
2801 W. Main

Sawyer’s Fine Wine &
Spirits*
101 W. Main

A

Ane Mae’s Coffee &
Sandwich House*
325 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-4487

Hallett’s Liquor
407 W. Railroad St.

Saturday With My
Sister*
217 N. Penn. Avenue

A

American Soda Fountain
and Sandwich Shoppe
205 N. Penn. Avenue
(620) 331-0604

other in small town USA.
From upscale apparel to flea market treasures,
burgers-and-beer to international cuisine...
unique finds and pleasant surprises await!
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in INDEPENDENCE
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Facebook: @getindependence
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Local Roots,
Global Impact

Jan Asleson

|Artist|
|Free Spirit|
|Giver|

J a n Asleson is a force of nature. A

woman of faith and a talented multimedia artist, she finds inspiration in her
natural surroundings and uses her gifts
to help others.
The daughter of a military father,
Jan’s childhood involved moving
from place to place until her family
settled in rural Independence in 1967,
when she was 10 years old. Her father
accepted full-time employment with
the Social Security Administration,
and the family moved into a little white
farmhouse on what’s now known as
County Road 4500 or, more commonly,
the “Cherryvale Cutoff.”
“I grew up with five brothers, so I
was a tomboy,” Jan said. She was also
16

a bit of a free spirit.
“Since we lived in the country, I had
to ride the school bus. I HATED riding
the school bus,” she recalled. When
she was in high school, she protested
the bus ride by sometimes finding other
modes of transportation, including her
motorcycle, horses and even a tractor
once.
“I was shy. I didn’t feel like I fit in.
So, after one week of 12th grade, I took
a bus to Tucson, Arizona, and found a
job on a cattle ranch.”
For Jan at the time, it was an escape
from childhood growing pains and
an opportunity for her to assert her
independence. As it turns out, it was
her first pilgrimage to self-discovery
and helped shape who she was meant

to be.
“Growing up, I wanted to be an
artist or a psychologist,” she said. “I
was always sketching. I remember in
6th grade math class, my teacher was
teaching about hieroglyphics. It was
so boring. So, during class, I drew my
teacher as a mummy. I got in trouble
and had to stand outside in the hallway.”
In many ways, Jan’s life has come
full circle. She met her husband, David
Asleson, in 1984. The couple traveled
across the United States, living in
multiple states to accommodate David’s
career with the railroad. In 2006, Jan’s
mom was killed in a car accident, and
the couple moved closer to home to
help care for Jan’s aging father.
They finally settled for good on their
Southeast Kansas Living / Winter 2020

80-acre wooded property along the
Cherryvale Cutoff, just down the road
from where the childhood farmhouse
once stood.
“We have lived in a lot of different
places, but we’ve always come home.”
Along the circuitous route, the couple
raised a son and daughter. They now
have seven grandchildren and recently
provided end-of-life care for Jan’s dad
in their home.
It is here at her peaceful home nestled
in the woods where Jan’s artist’s
soul flourishes and she operates her
entrepreneurial company, Spirit Wings
Designs. She crafts innumerable oneof-a-kind creations, including metal
and gemstone jewelry, oil, acrylic,
watercolor and pastel paintings and art
Southeast Kansas Living / Winter 2020

for book illustrations – she’s published
three of her own and four for clients and
manages every aspect of the process
from design and printing specifications
to copyrighting and sales.
Jan practices a variety of interesting
and laborious techniques to create her
masterpieces. One of her more recent
obsessions is “botanical printing,”
which involves a chemical process to
capture the tannin found in leaves and
flowers to create color and pattern on
natural-fiber fabrics – such as silk,
cotton, hemp and linen. She’s used the
process to create an amazing collection
of one-of-a-kind scarves, pillows,
tablecloths and other items. It’s the
perfect marriage and a beautiful,
tangible expression of Jan’s creativity

and fascination with nature.
Jan says she “goes in spurts” in
terms of which artistic media she most
enjoys, and her projects develop from
a combination of specific customer
requests, the inspiration she finds
around her and gentle but clear nudges
from God. Within the context of her
Christian faith, Jan has been led to
use her talents to serve others. Never
one to cower from adventure or the
opportunity to minister, Jan channeled
her talent into a global outreach a few
years ago.
In 2013, she agreed to accompany an
Independence friend on a trip to Egypt,
a routine destination for her friend,
who conducted Christian outreach
there, providing medicines u
17

and business development education to remote villagers.
Jan’s role would be to lead art lessons and share her
personal testimony of faith. In preparation for the trip, Jan
reached out to vendors across the country for donations of
art supplies, including pastel chalks and canvases, and her
requests were fulfilled wholeheartedly, she said.
Due to some unrest in the Middle East at the time, Jan
recalled, the U.S. State Department advised against the
trip, but the determined duo set out anyway, supplies in
tow. The first of a few tense moments occurred for Jan
at the Cairo, Egypt, airport, where security officers were
perplexed by the many small sticks of pastel colors in Jan’s
bags.
“The security officers didn’t know what they were looking
at – I don’t know, maybe they wondered if the ‘little sticks’
could be dynamite,” she joked. “They didn’t speak much
English, and I didn’t speak Egyptian, so I just took one of
the sticks and started drawing on a piece of paper so they
could understand what they
were.”
It was the universal
language of art and
expression, as Jan would
come to learn, that was
the common denominator
in developing meaningful
connections
with
the
region’s people. Her 35-day
trip took her to several small
towns in Egypt, Jordan and
Israel where she, with the
help of an interpreter, led
diverse groups of citizens
– women, men and children
eager to participate in the
experience.
“We were expecting about 30 people and as many as 100
would show up,” she explained. “From little kids to men
in their kaftans (robes) with big beards, all there to draw a
flower or butterfly. They had so much fun. There was chalk
on their faces, and the air was filled with pastel dust.
“I could only communicate through my interpreter, but
art and smiles communicated so much.”
Being present and providing a subtle guiding hand
have been Jan’s hallmarks in her service to others. Within
the context of ministry, she has served as a worship and
fellowship leader. Through her art, she has helped families
memorialize lost loved ones in portraiture. And on their
property, she and her husband have built a retreat cabin for
loved ones in need of healing and respite from a chaotic
world, which has proven particularly useful in 2020.
Recently, the Asleson’s hosted the daughter of family
friends as she recuperated from COVID-19 away from her
college and sorority.

Be it art, ministry, service or a combination
of the three, “I want people to see God’s love,
his beauty and his character through my work,”
she said.
“I believe very firmly that we all have choices.
We all have a destiny. I want to live mine to the
fullest.
“God gives us all many gifts and talents. But
we need each other. We can use those gifts and
talents to help one another.” A

Find more information
on Jan's work at
www.spiritwingsdesigns.com

"God gives us
all many gifts and
talents...We can
use those gifts and
talents to help
one another."
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Photos:

Page 16 - Jan led pastel painting lessons
with groups of villagers during her mission
trip in Egypt and offered prints of her
own works as thank-you gifts for her host
families.
Left, Jan enjoys a wide range of artistic
expression, including jewelry making using
precious metals, gemstones and various
techniques; botanical printing using
plants and flowers found on her property;
and painting in oils, pastels and acrylics..
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VALUES

TRUST - INTEGRITY - COMMUNITY - TEAMWORK
These are the fundamental values we live by in our Southeast Kansas community
and the cornerstones on which we’ve built our financial advising business.
We’re proud to champion these values in service to you.

Christmas
in the

Everyone
Welcome!

Park

Katy Park in Chanute
(East end of Main Street)

Thanksgiving-New Year’s Day
Donations appreciated to support this volunteer effort.
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Jason Rutledge, AAMS®
Thousands
of beautiful lights
lit every night
at dusk!
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Financial Advisor

308 N. Penn
Independence, KS 67301
620.331.3850

www.edwardjones.com

n

member SIPC

A Sawdust Renaissance

M

uch of downtown Humboldt in Allen County, Kansas, is
historic, with brick and stone masonry buildings dating
to around the time of the Civil War.
There’s the Humboldt City Square Park, platted as part
of the original townsite in 1857 just a few years after the
opening of Kansas Territory for settlement.
There’s 820 Bridge St., which dates to 1876 and was built
by a Civil War surgeon.
But it’s the brick building at 118 S. Eighth St. that is especially
historic: not only does the structure itself date to 1866, but
what’s inside transports visitors to another era.
A Trek mountain bike parked out front signals that the
owner is inside. His name is Patrick Haire.
“Welcome to Neosho Valley Woodworks,” he’ll say when
the large glass-paned doors swing open and someone steps
through into yesteryear.
And then, depending on how busy he is,
he might invite that person to pull up a chair
and sit awhile amongst the sawdust as he
describes what his business is all about and
how it fits into the renaissance of Humboldt.
“It’s a museum, sure,” he said, “because
it’s filled with 19th Century woodworking
machines and tools from the late 1800s. But
here, you can actually see them being used.”

Humboldt's Neosho Valley Woodworks

"You're in an artisan's
studio as much as

you're in a historical

woodworking shop, and
that's pretty much been

AN ARTISAN’S STUDIO
Neosho Valley Woodworks is housed in the
oldest of the downtown buildings surveyed
recently by the Kansas Historical Society. It
Haire
originally housed a hardware store on the
first story and the U.S. Land Office on the
second story. Today, it houses a band saw that dates to 1870;
a copy lathe that dates to 1871; and a table saw that dates
to 1878.
They’re powered not by electricity that flows through cords
plugged into wall outlets, but by an overhead flat belt pulley
lineshaft system. To turn it on, Haire pulls a lever.
"This is the rarest thing you will see,” he said of the system.
On the walls in the midst of neatly arranged hand tools,
there are nods to his other talents: posters from bands in
which he performed, a certificate showing his membership
in the Kansas Music Hall of Fame and framed botanical art he
created with pressed grasses and flowers from surrounding
prairies.
“You’re in an artisan’s studio as much as you’re in a
historical woodworking shop, and that’s pretty much been
my life’s goal,” he said. u

my life's goal."

2020

h Patrick

MUSEUM
SERIES

Story & Photos by

Andra Bryan Stefanoni

The woodworking machinery on display and being
used in Patrick Haire's museum/workshop includes
a table saw that dates to 1878, just a few years after
S.J. Shimer & Sons Machine Shop opened in Milton,
Pennsylvania, as a planing mill.

HONORING THE PAST
Haire grew up in Iola, with
parents who valued education
and instilled in him a mantra: “If
it’s been done before, you can
do it. If it hasn’t, you should try
it.”
That was a guiding force
decades ago when he and his
buddies built a geodesic dome
in Colorado, and when he built
his own home at age 27. A twopage newspaper spread about
the latter project helped kick
start his career in carpentry.
It was on a trip to Colonial
Williamsburg, surrounded by
living history and authenticallydesigned buildings, that he
found his true calling and never
looked back.
In 1987, he bought an
abandoned mill in Iola — one
of the last complete 1880s-90s
planing mills.
“Every small town once had
them, and each specialized in
something slightly different,” he
said.
He
and
his
brother,
Mike, moved their modern
woodworking
shop
there
and, over three years, taught
themselves how to restore and
operate the original machinery.
They did so without access
to the internet, long before
a handy Google search or
YouTube video could yield tips
or instructions.
“Each time I completed one,
I’d sell my modern counterpart.
One day I woke up and had
no more modern machines;
this is all I had,” Haire said. “I
worked by trial and error and
a willingness to see where it
would take me.”

Years ago, he sold the
workshop's contents to the Old
Cowtown Museum in Wichita,
moved to Humboldt and
started over again by traveling
the U.S. to collect a broader
representation of antique
machinery.
“I’ve been here 26 years, and
just love this community,” he
said. “If I need to run an errand
and it’s a warm day with the
doors wide open, I can leave
them open with my sign that
says I’ll be back.”
Haire now lives upstairs and
works in the shop just about
every day, but he asks that when
possible, visitors planning a trip
call first to ensure he’s there.
If he is, he’ll likely be working
on a full kitchen of cabinets
for a customer building a new
home or renovating a historic
one; that order will take six to
nine months to complete.
A chartered bus from Topeka
has brought guests to town to
see that process, and earlier
this fall, Haire entertained
members of the Kansas City
Woodworking Guild.
“Before, just making cabinets
with
modern
machinery,
sometimes I’d wind up with a
great product, but the process
meant nothing,” Haire said.
“Here, the process is equal to
the product.”
HUMBOLDT:
A BOLDER FUTURE
In addition to honoring its
history, Humboldt residents
have been marking milestones
on the town’s journey toward a
bolder future.
“We’re having a renaissance,”

Haire said. “It’s becoming a destination.”
Credit goes to a grassroots organization called A Bolder
Humboldt, to countless volunteers and to Joe Works and his
family, who own B&W Trailer Hitches and have bankrolled
and spearheaded numerous projects.
“In a town of 1,800 people, we know you have to attract
people to come in order for us to thrive,” said Joe’s daughter,
Beth Barlow. “We have to seize on our assets, and one of
THE things that has been a theme is to make things nice, to
do them well.”
This fall, Barlow opened the newest piece of the
destination puzzle: Called Base Camp Humboldt, it’s located
next door to B&W at the southernmost end of the 6.5-mile
Southwind Rail Trail between Humboldt and Iola — a trail
that Haire and other volunteers helped to create.
It connects to the 51-mile Prairie Spirit Trail that continues
north to Ottawa.
At Base Camp, three cabins are finished in the Japanese
shou sugi ban style outside, and inside are decorated in a
minimalist, Scandanavian style. They may
be rented at airbnb.com and look out onto
a tranquil quarry pond fully equipped with
kayaks and canoes that anyone — including
those who don’t have a reservation at the
cabins — may use.
A BMX skills course, or “bike playground,”
is also open to visitors and residents, and a
full-service bike barn may be used for repairs.
In just a few months of being open, it’s
already a success. On a mild day this fall,
Humboldt resident Krissy Cook was there
entertaining out-of-town friends with
children, who rode the BMX skills course and
fished in the quarry pond.
“It’s really exciting to see our town making a
comeback,” she said.

Sierra Stites, who lives in Kansas City, was attracted to it as
a get-away with her fiancé, Brandon Wood.
“I think it’s perfect,” she said. “I would encourage anybody
to come. We biked to Iola and back, but even just to come
and sit by the water, it’s very peaceful.”
Next year, plans call for creating a campground, more
trails, and other amenities. A $1.3 million grant from the
Kansas Department of Transportation will fund a large
parking lot and a spur from the trail that connects it to
downtown Humboldt, where in recent years, retail shops
and restaurants have opened in restored buildings.
Stop in at places like Bijou Confectionary, Stacy Cakes or
Frost Bite Shave Ice for a treat; visit Humboldt Mercantile
for locally made goods or a latte from Octagon City Coffee
Company; or shop at boutique and specialty stores like Jae
& Co, Loop & Knot and Heavenly Kneads & Threads.
CIVIL WAR HISTORY
At the town’s heart is City Square Park, the oldest resource
on a recent historic survey. It includes a bandstand listed u

on the National Registry, an iconic water tower and a small
Civil War memorial.
Founded by Free Staters, Humboldt was raided by
Confederates early in the Civil War, in September and
October of 1861, and much of the town was sacked and
burned.
On the Civil War memorial, visitors will find an etched
marble mural of 12 sites that comprise a self-guided
Civil War tour throughout the town. To take the tour,
pick up a brochure at City Hall, or download one at
www.humboldtkansas.org/civil_war_history.html.
OTHER ATTRACTIONS
Although some were put on hold this year as a result of
the pandemic, Humboldt traditionally holds a number of
events that offer visitors a taste of small-town life.
Once a month from spring to fall, families gather on the
square to watch movies, eat popcorn and play cornhole.
In August, the town hosts Water Wars, complete with
super soakers, water balloons and other water-related
events.
Each year since 1957, the only biblical parade in America part of the Biblesta festival - has taken place downtown on
the first Saturday of October.
For more than 30 years, the Humboldt Speedway south
of town has drawn race enthusiasts every Friday night from
March until November. A

Cocoa Bombs • Homemade Macarons • 120 Bulk Candies
Homemade Fudge • Traditional Christmas Candy • Wooden Music Boxes

The newly completed bike park now open to the public
at Base Camp, just east of the southern trailhead of
Southwind Rail Trail, already is attracting riders.
Plans call for a connector trail to be built to the
square in Humboldt, enabling visitors to ride or
walk to nearby restaurants, shops and attractions.

Three new cabins, with modern architecture and guest amenities,
are now available to rent at Base Camp Humboldt.
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BijouConfectionary.com

810 Bridge, Humboldt

SEK Living's
Retailers:
Howard
Batson's Drug Store
102 N. Wabash
Independence
Ane Mae's Gifts & Goodies
325 N. Penn

Magnolia Scents by Design
106 N. Penn
Pittsburg
Ron's Supermarket
310 E. Centennial Dr.

WE HAVE A PROVIDER IN Y O U R N E I G H B O R H O O D .
We live here. We work here. We care here.

2600 Ottawa Road
Neodesha, KS

620-325-2611

Cherryvale
Family Medicine
203 W. Main
Cherryvale, KS

620-336-2131

With four convenient locations in our area, our compassionate
team of family providers are here to help you with whatever
your family may need. We're in your neighborhood, we
care about you and your health, and we care deeply
about the communities we serve.
Independence
Family Medicine
1415 N. Penn
Independence, KS

620-331-2400

Neodesha
Family Medicine
2600 Ottawa Road
Neodesha, KS

620-325-2622

St. Paul
St. Paul Market
514 Washington St.
Erie
Stubs Market
525 W. State St.
Caney
Taylor Newspapers
202 W. 4th
Neodesha
The Derrick
515 W. Main
20oct2020 SEK Living Sent to Joanne - 5 x 5
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Where to Eat

Eureka's Lo Mar Drive In

A Serving up the classics!

L

o Mar Drive In has been a mainstay in the small town
of Eureka for nearly 60 years. Today, owners Janet and
Bud Turner, with input from their son, Luke, are carrying on
the tradition – persevering through challenges, including a
global pandemic!
For the Turners, it’s a little bit about keeping the nostalgia
alive and a lot about keeping their small community whole.
“I grew up about three and a half blocks from the Lo Mar,
so it’s kind of always been there for me,” said Luke. “I’ve
had people from basically 0 to age 80 tell me they’ve been
eating there since they were a kid.”
The restaurant was originally opened in the 1960s by Loy
and Mary Browning – hence the name “Lo Mar” - and was
constructed by Valentine Manufacturing, Inc., a Wichitabased company that specialized in pre-built, ready-to-deliver
diner buildings and offered a handful of different floorplans.
According to the Kansas Historical Society’s “Kansapedia”
website, the Lo Mar was a “Burger Bar” model, designed
for walk-up and drive-up traffic only, but later underwent
some expansion. Generally, a Valentine Burger Bar diner
was delivered fully equipped and ready to operate within
about six weeks, according to the website.
Valentine diner buildings were once found all over
30

EUREKA

Kansas, including several in SEK, but in our region, only the
Lo Mar and Cookee’s Drive-In in Pleasanton still operate as
restaurants, according to our research.
“I think they built the building around the ice cream
machine,” Luke said. Noting the massive size of the nearly
antique machine.
Keeping that machine from “freezing up” is one of the
daily challenges at the diner, said Janet Turner, “If it ever
really quits running, we’ll probably have to take a wall down
to get it out of the building.”
Obviously, the ice cream machine is at the heart of the
business in more ways than one. The Lo Mar has a longstanding reputation for its ice cream treats, including a
community favorite that is always in high demand, the
Marshmallow Nut Cup. Made with marshmallow crème
on bottom and top with a layer of chocolate ice cream in
the middle and topped with nuts, the timeless dessert
has remained one of the most requested menu items for
decades.
The classics are the classics for a reason, and like the
Marshmallow Nut Cup, the Turners have purposely kept
much of the longtime menu the same since purchasing
the diner four years ago. It’s primarily a “cheeseburger and
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fries” joint, Luke said. “That’s what customers want.”
And trust us at Southeast Kansas Living, you will not leave
disappointed – or hungry – with your burger-and-fry order!
May we suggest the “Barnyard Burger,” featuring a beef
patty, bacon, cheese, sausage patty AND an over-easy fried
egg. Paired with a giant side of specially seasoned fries, you
can’t go wrong!
“The restaurant's portions are large, and the prices are
reasonable,” Luke said. “You won’t go away hungry. If you
do, it’s your own fault.”
While filling bellies is their business, the Turners
acknowledge that community support is their lifeblood.
And they are happy to reciprocate. They do what they can
to support the town and region, particularly school sports
teams. This fall, they provided pre-game meals, at breakeven cost, for the members of the Madison High School

football team throughout their winning season. They have
provided similar services for many teams in Eureka, and
they also provide employment for high-school age kids in
the community.
Community support has been more valuable than ever
in recent months, when COVID-related closures have left
other local restaurants’ futures in question.
“Aside from the Lo Mar, we’re down to mainly only
national chain restaurants still open in Eureka at this time,”
Luke noted.
The Lo Mar has made some necessary adjustments due to
the pandemic, including closing their small indoor seating
area for the time being and are taking extra precautions
in light of Bud Turner’s compromised condition as he
undergoes cancer treatment. Bud is lovingly referred to as
the “Fix-It Man” for the business, Janet said.
“We’re doing everything we can to keep him as safe as
possible."
“COVID has actually caused people to stay local, and the
community has really supported us through this. We can’t
thank them enough for that.”
They need each other – Eureka and the Lo Mar – and the
family says, as long as the people keep coming, they will
keep serving up their best classic food, through good times
and bad.
“We’re not here to make money overnight. If we can make
a dollar a day and keep the doors open, that’s what we’re
going to do. We’re here for the long haul.” A
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MCCUNE

LEGIT

Breakfast & Lunch Daily
Daily Lunch Specials!

German Potato Salad and Slaw

Chicken Eater’s Paradise

498 E. 47 Highway, Girard

Wed. & Thurs. 4-8:30 p.m.
Fri. & Sat. 4-9 p.m. Sun. 11 a.m.-8 p.m.

Dine In | Carry Out | Catering

620-724-4090

SEDAN

Best steaks in SEK!
MON-THURS: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
FRI-SAT: 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

Full Bar A Daily Specials
Friendly Service
BBQ A Steaks A Burgers A Spuds
1898 U.S. Hwy 166 B A Sedan, KS 67361
(620) 725-5025 A www.bucksbbqsedan.com
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A

BARBECUE

11 a.m.-9 p.m.
7 DAYS A WEEK

1 204 N. PENN, INDEPENDENCE
(620) 714-5067 A www.dickeys.com

604 Hickory · (620) 632-5198 · www.mccunemarket.com

Chicken
Annie’s
Southeast Kansas Fried Chicken with

TEXAS

Full Bar A Sidewalk Seating
Meeting Room A Catering
Delivery Service

Café open 7 a.m.-2 p.m. daily
Grocery store open 7 a.m.-7 p.m. daily

GIRARD

A

HOWARD

Toot’s Drive
Drive
InDrive In
Toot’sIn
Toot’s

Howard

Serving&Burgers
& Fries1955
Since 1955
Serving Burgers
Fries Since
Serving Burgers & Fries Since
1955
Open
Every Day!
Business
Hours

s,
Featuring Burger
Pies,
e
ad
em
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,
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eam
Soft-Serve Ice Cr
e!
or
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&

Business
Hours
6 a.m.-9
p.m.
am—9:00 pm
Business10:00
Hours
1251
Hwy.
99
10:00 am—9:00
pm
April—October
Howard,
KS8:00 pm
10:00
am—9:00
pm
April—October
10:00
am
620-374-2345
April—October
10:00
am November—March
8:00 pm
10:00
am 8:00 pm
1251 Hwy 99
November—March

THAYER

Open 7 Days a Week for

Howard, KS November—March
620-374-2345
your Dining pleasure
1251 Hwy 99
Open 7 Days a Week for
1251
Hwy 99
Howard,
KS
Open
7 Days
a Week
for
Howard, KS
620-374-2345
your
Dining
pleasure
620-374-2345
your Dining pleasure

Poor Boys Steakhouse
Highway 169

Wood-Fired Steaks
Chicken & Burgers
Chicken-Fried Steak
Public Dining & Bar

Tues.-Thurs.
Located at Prairie
Ridge11-8
Golf Course
Fri.-Sat. 11-9
Restaurant & Bar

Poplar Pizza
202 S. Wabash
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sun. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
New York-Style Pizza
& Lots More!

620-374-2525

Open 5 p.m.-10 p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday

Big Ed’s Steak House

Mexican
Restaurant

N. Highway 169

Wed.-Sat.
11 a.m.-2 p.m. & 5-10 p.m.

Specializing in beef enchiladas, monterreys,
chimichangas, fajitas, quesadillas & much more!

Drive-thru

window available!

620-431-4817

Open 11-1:30, 5-8
Tuesday-Saturday
Like us on Facebook!

620-244-3454

THAYER

Serving delicious Mexican
cuisine for more than 11 years!

Located inside Pump'n
Pete's at Southtown!

OPEN TO SERVE YOU
Tuesday-Saturday
11 a.m.-2 p.m. &
5 p.m.-9 p.m.

at Prairie Ridge
Restaurant & Bar

The Red Pepper
2110 S. Santa Fe – Chanute

Steaks, Seafood,
Salads & More!

620-244-3454

CHANUTE

INDEPENDENCE

FARM. FRESH. LOCAL.

ERIE

HOWARD

Family Owned & Operated!

Fantastic Salad Bar n Nightly Specials:
Shrimp Boil, Fried Chicken & More!
Public Dining & Private Club

620-839-5335

*We recommend calling ahead
to check hours before
traveling to these restaurants.

Want to see your business in our

Southeast Kansas Restaurant Guide?
Call (620) 330-3006 or email sekliving@gmail.com

620-839-5122
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You've been cooped up in your house
for months. Is it time for a refresh?
by Chanda Shelton
Interior Designer

A

s we move towards the holidays in a year when
families are seeing more of the insides of their
homes than they’ve probably wanted, we face the rush
to decorate for family gatherings.
Even if you won’t be entertaining this season,
because you've been at home more and probably
noticed every flaw and unfavorable decor issue now
one million times, you may be entertaining the thought
of changing the scenery. If the view inside your front
door leaves you a little bit bored or unhappy, maybe
it’s time for some updates.
One of the best places to start is in the heart of the
home - the kitchen. And one of the number one ways to
freshen the kitchen is through updating the cabinetry.
Whether you go with new custom cabinetry or
purchase stock cabinets and paint or specialize them
yourself, changing the look and layout of your kitchen

cabinets will change your perspective substantially.
There’s nothing like a new kitchen to make you excited
to cook again. Or at the very least, provide a place to
enjoy the atmosphere.
Cabinet updates can take many different forms. If
adding new cabinets isn’t in the budget, you might
consider replacing just the cabinet doors or fixtures.
The cut and color of cabinetry can completely change
the look and feel of your kitchen. Many kitchens feel
very dated due to the 1980s and 90s trend of using
pink oak stain. Darker wood stains often make a
kitchen look darker and more traditional. With the
rise of the farmhouse style made popular by Magnolia
owners Chip and Joanna Gaines, many are moving to
a light, bright and airy design style that focuses on
minimalism and clean lines, using white as the main
base color. Accent colors used in the farmhouse style

are often subtle hues of gray, greens
or tans, with sparse amounts of black
accents.
If farmhouse isn’t your taste, don’t
despair. White can also be elevated
for a more modern, conventional
look by using gold or brass accents
in lighting, tile or fixtures. Part of the
beauty of using white as a base color
is that it is so versatile and makes it
easy to establish new looks by simply
changing out fixtures or accent decor.
Is changing cabinetry an undesirable
option or cost prohibitive? Many of
my customers are choosing to paint
the existing cabinetry. Whether
they choose to purchase the paint

themselves or have the cabinetry
painted by a professional, many
find repainting cabinetry opens up a
new world of design opportunities.
In addition to being cost effective,
repainting is also less time intensive,
allowing for quick turnaround and
almost instant gratification. Don’t
like the results? No worries—you
can repaint easily and quickly. The
options are endless.
No matter which direction you
choose for your kitchen upgrade,
you’re sure to find joy and increase
your home's value when you invest
in a new look for your most used
room. A

Make it Home
GUEST COLUMN

Chanda has been a designer for
more than 20 years. She graduated
from East Carolina University in
1998 with a bachelor's degree in
Interior Design and from Friends
University in 2008 with a master's
degree in Business.
Chanda

designed

commercial

world

in

the

immediately

following college for a few years,
where she was able to work on

Find more inspiration
several elite projects, including the
on the Shelton Design
29th floor of the Chrysler Building
Facebook Page:
@ChandaSheltonDesigns in New York City and Terminal C3
in Newark International Airport in
Newark, New Jersey.
In 2001, Chanda returned home
to Southeast Kansas to start her
own business and raise her children

Or Scan Here

in small town USA.
"I love my job, as every day is

Chanda Shelton
Designs
is located inside
The Derrick
515 Main
Neodesha, KS
620.325.2880
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something new and challenging (in
a good way, most of the time) and
each project is never the same. I
design to exceed my customer's
expectations."
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SEK Calendar
CANEY
• DECEMBER 3
CANEY CHRISTMAS PARADE
7 p.m. - Downtown
50/50 drawing immediately after parade. Proceeds
benefit Caney's 150th Birthday Celebration in May 2021.
COFFEYVILLE
• DECEMBER 4, 5, 12, 13, 16, 19, 20 & 23
CHRISTMAS ON THE PLAZA
5:30-8:30 p.m. - Downtown
Vendors, food and Christmas cheer.
•

DECEMBER 12, 13, 16, 19, 20, 23 & 26
BROWN MANSION CANDLELIT TOURS
5:30-8:30 p.m.
Tour the beautiful historic mansion with more than 130
decorated Christmas trees. Masks required, Tickets sold
in advance / limited quantity available.
www.brownmansion.com

COLUMBUS
• DECEMBER 12 - HOLIDAY FAIR
9 a.m.-3 p.m. - 4-H Building
114 W. Country Rd. - 620.674.2092 for info
•

JANUARY 18, 21 & 22
GIRLS' HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL TOURNEY
4 p.m. start time - CUHS Gymnasium; 8 schools
620.429.1492 for info

FREDONIA
• DECEMBER 5-16
12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS
Shop at participating retailers for a chance to be
entered into a prize drawing.

Calendar listings brought to you by:

www.mybankcnb.com
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Readers are advised to
call ahead to verify that dates
and events have not changed.

2020 /

2021

DECEMBER 13
SOUNDS OF CHRISTMAS
Virtual event. Videos broadcast on Facebook
@FredoniaFirstUnitedMethodistChurch and
@FredoniaArtsCouncil
Videos may be submitted to: pastoralice@centurylink.net
or stonehouse2052@gmail.com.

IOLA / ALLEN COUNTY
• DECEMBER 3
MEET SANTA ON THE SQUARE
4:30-7:30 p.m. - Downtown Square
Come meet Santa in his special COVID-19 safe Winter
Wonderland. Bring your letters to deliver to his personal
mailbox, and enjoy his arrival on a fire truck.

•

DECEMBER 19
PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER
Walnut Hall, 340 E. Burns St., Walnut

•

JANUARY 1
FIRST DAY HIKE
Lake Crawford State Park, 1 W. Lake Rd., Farlington

•

DECEMBER 17
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
7:30 p.m. - Bateman Gym

•

DECEMBER 10
MEET SANTA ON THE SQUARE
5 p.m.-7 p.m.

•

•

FEBRUARY 6
MARDI GRAS DINNER
VFW Post 3018

•

DECEMBER 11
DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS BLOCK PARTY
4 p.m.-7:30 p.m. - Downtown Square
Join us and Santa to tour downtown businesses. Punch
cards will be distributed to customers. Receive a punch
at each business and be entered into a prize drawing.

JANUARY 1
NEW YEAR'S DAY POLAR PLUNGE
12 noon
Lake Crawford State Park, 1 W. Lake Rd., Farlington

•

JANUARY 16
PANCAKE BREAKFAST FUNDRAISER
Walnut Hall, 340 E. Burns St., Walnut

•

JANUARY 30
WENDY'S / PSU INVITATIONAL
INDOOR TRACK & FIELD MEET
Plaster Center, 1701 S. Horner St., Pittsburg

•

FEBRUARY 12 & 13
GORILLA CLASSIC INDOOR TRACK & FIELD MEET
Plaster Center, 1701 S. Horner St., Pittsburg

•

FEBRUARY 13
PANCAKE DAY FUNDRAISER FOR THE
MCCUNE LIONS CENTER
McCune Town & Country Center, 410 5th St., McCune

•

FEBRUARY 19 & 20
PITTSBURG AREA CHAMBER BIZ EXPO
10 a.m.- 7 p.m. Friday; 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday
Meadowbrook Mall, 202 Centennial Dr., Pittsburg

•

MARCH 5 & 6
NJCAA INDOOR TRACK & FIELD
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
Plaster Center, 1701 S. Horner St., Pittsburg

•

INDEPENDENCE
• DECEMBER 10
HOLIDAY SIP & SHOP
5 p.m.-8 p.m. - Downtown
Sponsored by Independence Main Street
•

DECEMBER 10
MOONLIGHT SHOPPING
5 p.m.-8 p.m. - Downtown
Sponsored by Independence Main Street

•

JANUARY 1
1st DAY HIKES
10 a.m., 12 noon and 2 p.m.
Elk City State Park Overlook Trailhead

•

JANUARY 29-31
NATIONAL UPLAND CLASSIC SERIES (NUCS)
KANSAS STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Remington Ranch, 3974 CR 5050

Covering Southeast Kansas
for over 30 years!
Arma Caney Chanute Cherryvale Coffeyville Edna
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•

DECEMBER 17
MEET SANTA ON THE SQUARE
5 p.m.-7 p.m.

PITTSBURG / CRAWFORD COUNTY
• EVERY TUESDAY
ART EXPLORATION FREE WORKSHOP
1 p.m. - ArtForms Gallery, 620 N. Broadway, Pittsburg
•

EVERY TUESDAY
TRIVIA NIGHT
6:30 p.m. Jolly Fox Brewery, 301 S. Broadway, Pittsburg

•

EVERY WEDNESDAY
TRIVIA NIGHT
7 p.m. - Drop the H Brewing Company,
107 E. Rose St., Pittsburg

•

EVERY WEDNESDAY
COUNTRY DANCE LESSONS
7 p.m. - Dirty Mule, 134 S. US-69, Pittsburg

www.mybankcnb.com

Member FDIC

Fredonia Frontenac Girard Humboldt Independence Iola Neodesha Parsons Pittsburg
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SOUTHEAST

KANSAS

Where social distancing
comes naturally!

Rediscover Where

Joy

Resides...

Struggling with depression,
anxiety, or memory loss?

Adventures & Day Trips

Individual copies of the 2020
Adventures & Day Trips Guide
are still available!
Order at www.sekliving.com

We offer

Hope.

Starting with free consultations, our unique program
provides individualized care for those 55 and older. Call
620.724.7288 to schedule your appointment today.
A publication of

Southeast Kansas Living

Traditional Pennsylvania Dutch Cooking
inspired by our heritage

Fresh Bakery a Modern Coffee Bar a Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
HUGE Portions, Modest Prices

309 N. Maple a Garnett
MON-SAT 6 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Orders to go: Call 785.448.5711 a Text 785.204.1382
www.dutchcountrycafe.com

CoffeyCountyKS.org

@dutchcountrycafegarnett

dutchcountrycafe

EST. 1967
Gift Giving
just got easier!

Follow us For
special deals!

FLOORING & FURNITURE

A subscription to
Southeast Kansas Living
makes a wonderful gift
for a friend or loved one!

over 53 years!

Free Estimates
and
Measurements!

Just detach the yellow
card you'll find in this
issue, fill out the gift
information and mail it in
with $23.
We'll send a notification
to your gift recipient.
You may also purchase
a gift subscription online
at
www.sekliving.com
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Serving the
4 states for

COME CHECK OUT OUR
FURNITURE & FLOORING SHOWROOMS!

CARPET • TILE • VINYL • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • AREA RUGS • FURNITURE • CABINETS & MORE!
3102 W MAIN

INDEPENDENCE, KS
620-331-6920
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207 N WEICHERT

2732 NW CO RD 591

3001 S RANGELINE

620-395-2141

660-679-5576

417-781-6616

BRAZILTON, KS

BUTLER, MO

JOPLIN, MO
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Watch for our
next fun
SEeK Gift Box
available to
order in time for
Valentine's Day!

WE R
O
P
E
SH
Adventures
in

Entrepreneurship

WHITNEY POWELL

PODCAST
with
host-entrepreneur

JOANNE
SMITH
NICOLE MIGHTY

JAMI (KING) SUNKEL

MARTHA WOODWARD

MELISSA SMALL

http://shepower.libsyn.com

Inspirational
stories
of amazing
women
entrepreneurs.

CHRISTINE JULIAN

JUJU HOOK
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SEK Museum Directory

Taste of SEK

with Chef Alli

30-MINUTE HONEY-THYME
SAUSAGE AND VEGGIE SHEET PAN MEAL

F

or more than 20
years, Chef Alli has
been stirring up a love
of cooking across her
home state of Kansas
and throughout the
Midwest. Her loyal following has made Chef Alli a soughtafter cooking coach, spokesperson, speaker and food
communicator. Her cooking blog is a source of culinary
expertise, recipes designed to succeed and encouragement
from a trusted chef that makes every follower feel like a
friend. Chef Alli promotes simple healthy eating – real food,
for real people, in real life!
bove all else, Chef Alli values her role as farm wife and
mom; she and her husband, Pat, live in rural Northeast
Kansas along with their three hungry sons, where they raise
cattle and enjoy all that country living has to offer. Along
with the cattle, their clan also includes 5 horses, 7 dogs, 11
barn cats and one fat lap dog, Lucy Doodle the Poodle.

A
HONEY-THYME DRESSING
2 Tbs. butter, melted
2 Tbs. honey or agave nectar
1 Tbs. brown sugar
3 cloves garlic, crushed or minced
1 Tbs. spicy brown mustard
3/4 tsp. dried thyme leaves

SHEET PAN MEAT AND VEGGIES
1 lb. fully cooked Kielbasa or
smoked sausage, cut into 1-inch coins
2 Tbs. olive oil, divided use
2 large sweet potatoes, peeled and cut
into 1 1/2-inch chunks
6-8 small yellow or red potatoes, skinon, cut into to 1 1/2-inch chunks
1 head fresh broccoli, cut into bite-size
florets
1/3 cup grated Parmesan

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F.
In a small bowl, whisk together the honey-thyme dressing ingredients;
reserve 2 Tbs. for later.
In a large mixing bowl, toss all the potato chunks with 1 Tbs. olive oil,
then spread them over a rimmed baking sheet in a single layer; season
with salt and pepper to taste.
Roast the potatoes, uncovered, for 20 minutes. Meanwhile, toss the
broccoli with 1 Tbs. olive oil and the Parmesan in the mixing bowl you
used for the potatoes.
Add the broccoli and Kielbasa coins to the roasted potatoes on the
sheet pan, generously brushing the prepared honey glaze onto the
Kielbasa coins. Roast everything for an additional 10 minutes or until
the broccoli is a beautiful vibrant green.
Remove the sheet pan dinner from the oven, drizzling the remaining
honey-thyme dressing over all. Serve at once!
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Coming to SEK in 2021...

s a bona fide cooking coach and kitchen crusader,
AIndependence
Chef Alli will be partnering with the Fab Lab ICC and
Community College in 2021 to teach culinary

classes designed for busy people and families as part of Fab
Lab's new grant-funded program "Fab Food Lab."
e all desire to cook simple, tasty and nutritious meals
that bring us together around the dinner table. In
this series of classes, Chef Alli will share and demonstrate
family-friendly recipes, along with her favorite tricks, tips
and kitchen hacks to make life in the kitchen easier and
more enjoyable. The Fab Food Lab classes will be designed
for optimum safety, incorporating both in-person and
virtual attendance options, and more information will be
published soon. A

W

You can follow Chef Alli at www.chefalli.com or on
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest or YouTube

Now you're
cookin'
Southeast Kansas Living / Winter 2020

As we wind up our 2020 Museum Series with the feature on Neosho Valley Woodworks
in Humboldt (see Page 22), we acknowledge that SEK is rich with museum offerings throughout the region, most
backed by a dedicated legion of volunteers committed to keeping our history alive.
We couldn't feature them all within our pages, so below is a directory to help you locate
more of these amazing resources.
As you plan your 2021 museum visits, be sure to inquire with your nearest musuem about a
Southeast Kansas Museum Alliance "Passport" to help you navigate your trips and
possibly win you a cash reward!
ALLEN COUNTY MUSEUM
1210 S. Main n Iola
ANDERSON COUNTY
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
410 W. 6th n Garnett
BAXTER SPRINGS
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
740 East Avenue
BIG BRUTUS
6509 NW 60th St. n West Mineral
BROWN MANSION/
COFFEYVILLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
3802 W. 5th n Coffeyville
BUSTER KEATON MEMORIAL MUSEUM
302 S. Hill St. (Water Dept.) n Piqua
CANEY VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
310 W. 4th n Caney
CEDAR VALE MUSEUM
622 Cedar St.
CHANUTE ART GALLERY
17 N. Lincoln Ave.
CHANUTE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MUSEUM
0 E. Elm St.
THE HISTORICAL CHERRYVALE MUSEUM
1127 E. 5th
CHETOPA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
406 Locust St.
COFFEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
1101 Neosho St. n Burlington
COFFEYVILLE
AVIATION HERITAGE MUSEUM
2002 N. Buckeye St.
COLUMBUS MUSEUM
100 S. Tennessee
CRAWFORD COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Rte. 69 & 29th St. n Pittsburg
DALTON DEFENDERS MUSEUM
814 Walnut n Coffeyville
DECADES OF WHEELS CAR MUSEUM
1111 Military Ave. n Baxter Springs
EDNA HISTORICAL MUSEUM
100 S. Delaware
EMMETT KELLY HISTORICAL MUSEUM
202-204 E. Main St. n Sedan
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FORT SCOTT NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
1 Old Fort Blvd.
GALENA MINING &
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
319 W. 7th
GAS CITY MUSEUM
Gas, Kansas
GALESBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY
& MUSEUM
6520 Irving Rd.
GIRARD HISTORY MUSEUM
300 S. Summit St.
GORDON PARKS MUSEUM
2108 S. Horton n Fort Scott
GREENWOOD COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM
120 W. 4th n Eureka
GRENOLA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
& GRENOLA ELEVATOR MUSEUM
Facebook @GHSGN
HEART OF THE HEARTLANDS
MUSEUM COMPLEX
6769 NW 20th St. n Scammon
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION
OF BOURBON COUNTY
1210 S. Main St. n Fort Scott
HOWARD BENSON MUSEUM
141 S. Wabash Ave. n Howard
HOWARD'S TOYS FOR BIG BOYS
CAR MUSEUM
201 W. Main n Chanute
HUMBOLDT HISTORICAL MUSEUM
416 N. 2nd
INDEPENDENCE HISTORICAL
MUSEUM & ART CENTER
123 N. 8th St.
LA CYGNE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
300 N. Broadway
LINN COUNTY MUSEUM
307 E. Park St. n Pleasanton
LITTLE HOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE
2507 CR 3000 n Independence
LOWELL MILKEN CENTER FOR
UNSUNG HEREOES
1 S. Main St. n Fort Scott

MADISON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Madison, Kansas
MARTIN & OSA JOHNSON
SAFARI MUSEUM
111 N. Lincoln Ave. n Chanute
MCCUNE OSAGE TOWNSHIP
LIBRARY & MUSEUM
509 S. 6th St.
MEM-ERIE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
403 S. Main n Erie
MINE CREEK CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD
STATE HISTORIC SITE
20485 KS Hwy 52 n Pleasanton
MINERS HALL MUSEUM
701 S. Broadway n Franklin
MOUND CITY HISTORIC PARK
315 Main St.
MOUND VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
717 Hickory
NORMAN #1 MUSUEM
106 1st St. n Neodesha
OSAGE MISSION-NEOSHO CO. MUSEUM
203 Washington St. n St. Paul
OSWEGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
410 Commercial St.
PARKER COMMUNITY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
207 W. Main St.
PARSONS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
& IRON HORSE HISTORIC SITE
1721 19000 RD.
ST. ALOYSIUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2-899 W. Prairie Ave. n Girard
TRADING POST MUSEUM
15710 N. 4th St. n Pleasanton
THAYER CITY MUSEUM
Thayer, Kansas
WILSON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY MUSEUM
420 N. 7tn n Fredonia
WOODSON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
204 W. Mary St.
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SEK ANTIQUES

Before hitting the road,
make sure you are covered!
Life ● Home ● Auto ● Business

Fleas-An-Tiques
107 W. Main,
Independence

Primitives · Antiques · Collectibles

Thurs.-Sat. 10-6 | Sun. 12-5
620-205-8347

The Rusty Nail
4231 U.S. 75 Hwy.,
Neodesha
Unique, repurposed items!
Fri. 4-6 | Sat. 10-6 | Sun. 12-5
620-313-0363

Country Time
Antiques

Sassy
Sisters

1613 W. 8th Coffeyville
Over 120 booths! Furniture!
Tues.-Sat. 10-5 | Sun. 1-5
620-251-4968

106 W. Main, Toronto
Refreshed & repurposed items!
Mon.-Sat. 11-2 | Closed Sun.
620-875-2162

Trade Winds
Flea Market

Myrtle's Market

205 S. Main, Yates Center
Benefiting The Town Hall
12-5:30 Mon.-Fri. | 10-5:30 Sat.
620-625-5096

114 N. Vine, Caney
Your SEK Boutique Flea Market
Tue.-Fri. 10-5:30
Sat. 10-1
620-252-8478

Painted
Barrels

127 S. Summit St.,
Girard
New, Handcrafted & Vintage!
Tues.-Sat. 10-5
620-724-4000

Past Time
Antiques

501 W. Myrtle, Independence
620.779.0308
www.magnoliablossominn.com

Oswego ●
795-2634

Independence ● Parsons
331-5112
421-1000

Decorator Supply

De

Design Your Dream!

Two

4030 Parkview (69 Hwy.)
Frontenac
100+ booths! Electronics!
Daily 10-6 | 620-230-0342

Your go-to source for
Window Treatments and Flooring!

Proudly
offering
Graber
blinds!

Come see our
BRAND NEW SHOWROOM!
Custom Tile Creations n Carpet n Wood Laminate
Hardwood n Paint n Custom Draperies n Area Rugs
Bedspreads n AND MUCH, MUCH MORE

102 N. Washington, Iola | 620.365.5211
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Delicious

SEK Locations!

D

Your

S
di
sty

1119 W. 11th
3210 Main
Parsons
Coffeyville
(620) 421-6296 (620) 251-6296

PresentAd
thisTo
ad for
Show This
Receive
10%Any
OFFGrilled
your orderItem!
75¢ Off
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Where Are We?
DOWNTOWN INDEPENDENCE
210 NORTH PENN

Apricot Lane Independence
shopalbindy
PROUD RETAILER OF

Send your best guess to sekliving@gmail.com by February 1, 2021.
One lucky reader who guesses correctly will receive a free subscription to be
used as a renewal or gift for a friend. Good Luck!
Congratulations to Tony and Roberta Hoy, of Dearing, for winning the “Where Are We?” contest in the Fall issue!
They correctly identified the west bank of the Neosho River in Chetopa as the location of the military cutouts pictured in the photo.
“Where Are We?” page brought to you by:

Moving Southeast Kansas
www.midwestks.com

521 Madison
Fredonia, KS 66736
620.288.0550
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115 E. Main
Independence, KS 67301
620.331.3350

309 W. 11th, Suite C
Coffeyville, KS 67337
620.251.4140
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Southeast

KANSAS
Living

P.O. Box 1126
Independence, KS 67301
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Adventure Awaits!

www.discoversoutheastkansas.org

Where great things are happening!
Come see us, we are open for business!
1407 N. 8th A 620.325.2828
www.neodeshaks.org

