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True or false? 
All bourbon comes from the United States. 

All the best U.S. bourbon comes from Kentucky 
or Tennessee.

While the first statement is true, the latter is a long-
held industry notion Floridian business partners Bill 
Kratsas and Tim Daniels are out to debunk when they 
open their new small-batch bourbon distillery right 
here in Southeast Kansas.
Specializing in wheated bourbon, Gunnar’s Bourbon 

is anticipated to open in downtown Sedan by the end 
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of December. Extensive renovations have been underway 
for several months at the former Bradford Hotel, which will 
be home to the operation where bourbon will be produced 
start to finish from grain to bottle. Across the street, the 
former Ford dealership (one of the first Ford sales facilities 
in Kansas) is being transformed as the distillery’s aging 
warehouse, where the whiskey will live out its four-year 
mellowing process in charred-oak barrels.
The property will accommodate grain storage and milling, 

a mash/fermentation area, blending and filtering facility, a 
laboratory for formulations and testing, the still/distilling 
area and a bottling operation. The facility eventually will be 
open to the public for tours, tasting, bar service and retail 
shopping.

WHEAT, ROOTS AND GOOD CHEMISTRY
What would inspire a couple of big-city East Coasters to 

set up shop half a country away in a rural Kansas town of a 
thousand people? There were a few driving factors.
Daniels (no relation to the Lynchburg, Tennessee, family of 

the same name in the same business) is actually a Kansas 
native, raised in Goodland and Belleville. He ended up in 
Florida during a stint in the U.S. Navy where he was stationed 
in the Mayport/Jacksonville area on the aircraft carrier USS 
Saratoga CV60. He later graduated from the University of 
North Florida with a chemistry degree and remained in 
Jacksonville where he met and married his wife, Sandi, and 
the couple started their family.
Daniels put his chemistry degree to work at Bacardi Rum 

as a research scientist, and that’s where he discovered his 

passion for spirit production. In the course of his 25-year 
career with Bacardi, he developed an itch to launch his 
own distillery business and, with his employer’s blessing 
even before his retirement, founded Four Fathers Distillery 
in Jacksonville in 2016, producing rum, whiskey, bourbon, 
vodka and other products branded by a wide range of 
customers – from start-up distillers to some of the largest 
producers in the world.
Though he was living in the fast lane, something about 

his Kansas roots kept beckoning, and while searching for 
property in the state, he happened upon the 1904 Bradford 
Hotel and discovered Sedan. He bought the property in 
2017 in hopes of fulfilling his dream of producing bourbon 
in small-town Kansas.
“I always wanted to go back to Kansas, and I knew it had 

to be a small town,” Daniels said. “While I had never been 
to Sedan before, when Sandi and I visited, we immediately 
fell in love with the people and the area and knew it 
represented exactly what we wanted our new brand to 
represent. It looked like a Universal Studios main street. It 
was what America used to be like.”
After obtaining the necessary state and federal licenses 

for spirit production and beginning to acquire the needed 
equipment, the COVID pandemic put Daniels’ plans into 
a holding pattern. Back home in Jacksonville, his own 
distillery shifted gears to become a temporary factory for 
hand sanitizer. u
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The 1904 Bradford Hotel is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  It is reportedly inhabited by a Native American 
ghost named Indian Slim. The ghost story was investigated and shared on TV by Paranormal and Spirit Investigators of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in 2013. The Travel Channel has expressed interest in investigating in the future.
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PERFECT PAIRINGS
Since Jacksonville is considered a national hub for spirits 

production, like-minded paths tend to cross, and Daniels 
befriended Kratsas in the intervening time between 
purchasing the Sedan property and the onset of the 
pandemic. Kratsas, an experienced sales professional in the 
world of spirits, had his own small vodka brand and partnered 
with Daniels to make the product. The two discovered they 
had a shared love for the distinctive attributes of wheat 
bourbon, particularly its soft, slightly sweet and creamy 
texture. They decided to pursue development of their own 
wheated bourbon line and pitched the concept to Florida 
liquor stores and distributors … Crickets ... Unfortunately, 
interest was lacking in bourbon produced outside of the 
state of Kentucky.
What they needed, frankly, was a better marketing hook, 

a way to distinguish their product from their southern 
competitors and, specifically, W.L. Weller, the nationally 
recognized brand that also offered a wheat blend. Daniels 
and Kratsas agreed it was time to accelerate the Sedan 
distillery project and gear up to produce “wheated bourbon 
from the Wheat State.” The idea caught fire, won over their 
potential customers and motivated the pair to take the next 
leap.
“What better place to produce wheated bourbon than in 

the heart of wheat country,” Kratsas said. 
Once Daniels and Kratsas experienced Southeast Kansas, 

what jumped out to them is the synergy between this new-
found place and their own brand. 
“You can take the people at face value,” Kratsas said. “It’s 

just an unbelievable part of the country.”
He explained that “Gunnar” is the namesake of one of 

his family ancestors who lived the American dream and 
demonstrated an adventurous, entrepreneurial spirit.
“It’s about rugged individualism and being blessed to come 

to this country and have opportunity and be willing to take 
risks,” he said.
“You know bourbon is the native American spirit. Bourbon 

cannot be made in France. Bourbon cannot be made in 
Mexico. It can only be made in the United States of America. 
“American values are what Gunnar’s is all about. It’s how 

we feel about our business and this opportunity. And after 

PHOTOS:
Page 10 - Sedan is identified 
on a bottle label from a 
special Bradford single-barrel 
release. 
Page 12 - Clockwise from top, 
A look at the progress from 
the back of the distillery; 
Looking inside the 500-gallon 
finish still; Matt Daniels 
and Tim Daniels Jr. during 
equipment install.
Page 13, Shiny copper-topped 
bourbon stills installed in the 
distillery.



meeting so many people in Kansas, I see those values 
represented there as well.”
 It all made sense. The proximity to wheat producers, the 

idyllic setting in the Chautauqua hills, the opportunity to 
impact a small-town economy and the warm welcome by 
down-to-earth community members whose work ethic and 
life perspective mirrored the Gunnar’s brand – all the pieces 
fell into place.
And then came another break that would further validate 

their decision to locate in Kansas. As word began to spread 
about the project, Daniels and Kratsas were approached 
by a business broker representing a Kansas family, owners 
of Hampel Oil based in Wichita. The family was interested 
in investing in the bourbon market, primarily to produce 
barrels of bourbon to store for future use. 
“It all felt just right,” Daniels said of this partnership 

opportunity. “It was like I was talking to my own brothers 
and sister and like I knew the Hampel family for years. They, 
too, have the traditional Kansas family spirit of hard work 
and loyalty.”
The Hampel company came on board in early 2022 as 

partners to infuse the needed capital to immediately expand 

the Gunnar’s production capacity. With larger stills (1,500 
gallons compared to the 250-gallon stills already in place 
in Sedan) and fermenters and other new equipment, the 
distillery will be able to produce between 20 and 35 barrels 
(53 gallons or the equivalent of 4,100 bottles) of bourbon 
per week.

RAMPING UP AND MOVING FORWARD
While Gunnar’s has been gearing up for production in 

Sedan, the signature wheat bourbon is already on the 
market and being made at Daniels’ Jacksonville distillery. In 
the interest of brand authenticity, the company is actually 
shipping Kansas corn and wheat to Florida for the time 
being, primarily sold by Wichita-area farmers, but they are 
in the process of establishing purchasing agreements with 
growers closer to Sedan, Kratsas said. Likewise, whenever 
possible, the company has engaged SEK contractors for 
building renovation work and other needs, he noted.
As for managing operations in two locations several states 

apart, Daniels has a home-grown solution. His two oldest 
sons, Tim Daniels Jr. and Matt Daniels, will take charge in 
Sedan and are living on property the family recently u 
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OLD FASHIONED
Ingredients:
2 parts Gunnar's  
Wheated Bourbon

 1/4 parts Simple    
 Syrup

 2 dashes  
 Angostura Bitters

Directions:
1. Stir all ingredients with ice.
2. Pour over large ice cube.
3. Garnish with expressed orange peel  
    and cherry.

MANHATTAN
Ingredients:
 2 parts Gunnar's  
 Wheated Bourbon

1 part Sweet 
Vermouth

2 dashes 
Angostura Bitters

Directions:
1. Stir all ingredients with ice.
2. Strain neat into a coupe glass.
3. Garnish with cherry or orange peel.

purchased on Bee Creek between Sedan and Independence. 
The young men bring college degrees in business finance 
and chemistry, as well as the experience growing up and 
working in the business of producing rum, vodka and 
bourbon in their father’s distillery.
“It’s a different world to them out there (in Sedan),” 

Daniels said of his Jacksonville-raised sons. “They absolutely 
love the freedom of living in the country, going fishing and 
enjoying the beautiful surroundings.
“Plus, they’ve been my protégés for some time, so they 

bring the appropriate manpower and expertise to move the 
Sedan distillery forward.”
Besides the logistics of getting the distillery up and running, 

other priority items on the to-do list are establishing 

distribution networks locally, regionally and nationally, 
Kratsas said, and building relationships with high-volume 
customers.
In addition to their routine operations, Daniels and Kratsas 

envision the distillery contributing to the community and 
the region as a good corporate citizen in several respects, 
from increased sales tax and employment opportunities 
for locals to elevating the tourism appeal the community 
already enjoys.
“You know this little town of Sedan, Kansas…its name is 

out there on bottles all over the country, and it’s starting to 
get recognized,” Daniels said. “You know, nobody had ever 
heard of Lynchburg, Tennessee, before (Jack Daniels).” v

Taste of SEK
Characteristics of a wheated bourbon include a sweeter, more mellow taste with less 
"spice" than found in rye bourbons. You can try a twist on these two classic cocktails by 
using wheated bourbon.

FUN FACTS ABOUT GUNNAR'S BOURBON
• Bourbon industry regulations require all bourbons contain a 

minimum of 51% corn. The Gunnar's Bourbon "mash bill" (mix of 
grains) is 63% corn, 34% wheat and 3% malted barley.

• Bourbon must age for a minimum of 2 years before bottling. 
Gunnar's Bourbon is typically aged for 4 years in charred-oak 
barrels. Gunnar's also offers "single barrel" selections - special 
batches hand-picked by particular customers that can be labeled 
as part of its "Bradford Heritage Edition."

• A single barrel of bourbon can produce between 112 and 118 bottles, 
depending on how much of the spirit is "released to the angels," or 
in Gunnar's case, released to the resident poltergeist Indian Slim.

• Gunnar's Wheated Bourbon retails at approximately $30 per bottle.

• Gunnar's was awarded 90 points and named by the Wine Enthusiast 
Buying Guide (June/July 2021) as a "Best Buy" and one of "10 Bottles 
That Prove Some of the Best Bourbon Isn't from Kentucky." 




